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WHEATON COLLEGE CHAPEL TALKS 


_V. POWER OR PRESUMPTION 


One of a series of cate cummed reported chapel talks on Elijah, 


the Tishbite, by 


PRESIDENT V.  avuond EDMAN, PH.D., LL.D. 
Wheaton, Illinois 


Students of Wheaton, I present? 


to you this morning another prob- 
lem which I am sure you will of- 
tentimes meet in the days to come. 
It is taken from that familiar story 
of the contest between Elijah and 
the prophets of Baal, when God’s 
servant met with Ahab the king. 
I shall read for you I Kings 18:29- 
39: 


“And it came to pass, when 
“midday was past, and they 
prophesied until the time of the 
offering of the evening sacrifice, 
that there was neither voice, nor 
any to answer, nor any that re- 
garded. 

“30. And Elijah said unto all 
the people, Come near unto me. 
And all the people came near 
unto him. And he repaired the 
altar of the Lord that was brok- 
en down. 

“31. And Elijah took twelve 
stones, according to the number 
of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, 
unto whom the word of the Lord 
came, saying, Israel shall be thy 
name; 

“Zo. And with the stones he 
built an altar in the name of the 
Lord: and he made a trench 
about the altar, as great as 
would contain two measures of 
seed. 

“33. And he put the wood in 
order, and cut the bullock in 
pieces, and laid him on the wood, 
and said, Fill four barrels with 


Wheaton College Tower 


water, and pour it on the burnt- 
sacrifice, and on the wood. 

“34. And he said, Do it the sec- 
ond time. And they did it the 
second time. And he said, Do it 
the third time. And they did it 
the third time. 


(Continued on page four) 


“And The Lord Wrought 
A Great Victory” 


By Rev. FRED BECK 


“And after him was Shammah the son of Agee the Hararite. And 
the Philistines were gathered together into a troop, where was a 


piece of ground full of lentiles: and 


_ “But he stood in the midst of the ground and defended it, and slew 
the Philistines: and the Lord wrought a great victory.” II Sam. 23:11, 12. 


Thank God for this modern 
Shammah, Dr. John R. Rice, who 
stood “in the midst of the ground’”’ 
at 73rd and Wabash Avenue on 
the Southside of Chicago and “dé- 
fended it.” And how he did swing 
the Sword of the Spirit. For one 
month he fearlessly wielded the 
sword of God’s truth without be- 
coming weary -—— at least we did 
not notice that his strength ever 
waned, for it seemed that every 
night he preached with increasing 
force. This preacher calls black 
black and white white and people 
are not accustomed to that these 
days. However, as Brother Rice 
waged warfare against sin, we re- 
joiced to see God’s people in’ in- 
creasing number rally about their 
leader to take their stand against 
the enemy. : 

Few of the Philistines (unsaved) 
dared come into the tent but when 
they did, they were struck down by 
the power of God. Almost at every 
service there was a response to the 
invitation; sometimes unsaved — 


7 ale ‘two thousand peo- 
ple crowded in and about the tent 


one Sunday night. Time and again 


jaway. for another year but we 


the people fled from the Philistines. 


> 
compiler of the popular Singspira- 
tion books, also the composer of 
the chorus which has proven such 
a blessing, “For God so loved the 
world, He gave His only Son, To 
die on Calyary’s tree, from sin to 
set me free, Some day He’s coming 
back, What glory that will be, 
Wonderful His love for me.” God 
bless you, Brother Smith, and 
thank you for the blessings you 
brought us. 

On behalf of the fourteen church- 
es, pastors and friends I wish to 
express a sincere “thank you” for 
the blessing you, Dr. Rice, brought 
into our hearts, homes and church- 
es through your ministry. Many 
broken down family altars were 
erected. Many of the truths you 
emphasized are still ringing in our 
ears. You are still preaching to us. 
The Tent Campaign was just a be- 
ginning. Much fruit will doubtless, 
appear in every one of our church- 


ae 
gaye us the blues to see the 
abe brella folded up and put 


praise God that many will continue 
to thank God as the pass 73rd 
and Wabash Avenue the night 
that they knelt on the woodshav- 
ings in the midst of that prairie. 


] Yours for Victory through Christ, | 


A Text Book 
Qn Prayer? 


Dr. Oswald J. Smith Suggests Edi- 

tor's New Book, PRAYER — ASK- 

ING AND RECEIVING, Be Used 

As Text Book in Seminaries and 
Bible Institutes 


It won’t be long now until the 
big presses start rolling and the 
bindery will start turning out cop- 
ies, God willing, of the editor’s new 
book, Prayer — Asking and Re- 
ceiving. Dr. Oswald J. Smith of 
the People’s Church, Toronto, Can- 
ada, known around the world for 
his great evangelistic and mission- 
ary work and as the author of 
many books, says that this new 
book ought to be used as a text 
book in theological seminaries and 
Bible Institutes everywhere. In the 
introduction to the new book Dr. 
Smith says, 


“Here, then, is a book that ex- 
tols a prayer-hearing God. Would 
that it might be used as a text- 
book on prayer by every Bible 
institute and theological semi- 
nary in the country, for this is 
just what the student needs. 
Would that it might be sent to 
every missionary throughout the 
world, for nothing’ could’ bring 
greater encouragement. Would 
that ministers, evangelists, and 
Christian workers everywhere, 
could secure a copy, for it would 
revolutionize the prayer life of 
thousands.” 


With twenty-one big chapters, 
about 336 pages, this big volume, 
bound in royal blue cloth, will sell 
for the remarkable price of only 
$1.25. By printing 10,000 copies at 
once we are able to offer this book 
which would normally sell at $2.00 
or $2.50, for this low price. 


spsletipneamel cect 


We Want Names! 


BY THE EDITOR 


We should like to send sample 
copies of The Sword of the Lord 
to a very select group of Chris- 
tians who might subscribe to it 
if they knew about this weekly 
evangelistic paper. So we are ask- 
ing every reader who wishes to 
do a good deed for your friends 
and for The Sword of the Lord 
‘and to honor the Saviour by help- 
ing to get out good literature, to 
send us the names of people who 
ought to receive sample copies of 
The Sword of the Lord. 

But wait a minute! We do not 
want just any name you Might 
find. Please read carefully these 
tack if you want to help 


ei Do not get general lists of 
names, like those in the telephone 
directory. In the first place, we 
could get all the names of that 
kind that we would want. But most 
important, we would waste so 
much money trying to send sam- 
ples to them. Most of them would 
not subscribe. 

2. Do not send us names of un- 


| saved people. While sometimes it is 


wise to send such people particular 
issues with sermons that might win 
them, or send them subscriptions 
ow for by others, it is very rarely 

elpful to send simply sample cop- 
ies. They will not subscribe for 
themselves, likely, until they are 

(Continued on page four) 


SUBSCRIBE FOR OTHERS! 


FRED BECK - 
(Cham Southside Tent Committee 


| -$1:00 a year; $2.00 for years 


— Psalm 85:6. 


the years make known; 


— Acts 1:8 


A BIBLE REVIVAL 


By W. W. HAMILTON, TH.D., D.D., LL.D 
Retiring President, Baptist Bible Institute, New Orleans, La. For 7 yrs. 
Superintendent of Evangelism, Southern Baptist Home Mission Board 


Wilt thou not revive us again: that thy people may rejoice in thee. 


’ We have heard with our ears, O God, our fathers have told us, what 
work thou didst in their days, in the times of old. — Psalm 44:1. 
O Lord, revive thy work in the midst of the years, in the midst of 
in wrath remember mercy. — Habakkuk 3:2. 
And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his 
name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 
But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon 
you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part ofthe earth. 


— Luke 24:47. 


“O Lord, revive thy work!’’ How) 
we do long for a new Bible re- 
vival! Our fathers have told us of 
the great blessings which came to 
them in the times of old and we 
are praying, “Wilt thou not revive 
us again: that thy people may re- 
joice in thee?” A re-vival is re- 
quickening of those already alive. 
The prayer is “revive us,’’ God’s 
people, that “thy people may re- 
joice in thee?” A revival means 
that Christians will have convic- 
tion for sin, and will see how far 
short they have fallen, and will 
come anew to the throne of-grace 
confessing their sins and experi- 
encing anew the cleansing power 
of the Holy Spirit (1 John 1:9). 
We do not need a worked up meet- 
ing, but we do need a prayed 
down revival. 


Christians need to feel again, as 
did John Bunyan’s pilgrim, the re- 
lief and joy which come with the 
vision of the Cross. The evangelis- 
tic services may degenerate into a 
mere superfiicial excitement, but a 
Bible revival is of God. There must 
be real conviction, deep sorrow for 
sin, until the Christian will join 
David in saying: “Restore unto me 
the joy of thy salvation: and up- 
hold me with thy free spirit.” As 
long as the child of God seeks to 
cover up his sin, he will be hav- 
ing David’s experience: “For day 
and night thy hand was heavy up- 
on me: my moisture is turned into 
the drought of summer.” Sin_real- 
ized and sin confessed and sin for- 
saken, then can the Christian say 
with the Psalmist: “Blessed is he 
whose transgression is forgiven, 
whose sin is covered.” When God’s 
people have restored to them the 
joy of salvation, then they are 
ready to teach transgressors the 
way of the Lord, and then the lost 
are convicted and converted. When 
the gospel is preached in an atmos- 
phere of joyous consecration, the 
Holy Spirit shows men and women 
the enormity of sin. Then it is that 
they are pricked in their heart, and 
are ready to say: “Men and breth- 
ren, what shall we do?” 


“What America needs,” we are 
told by the Wall Street Journal of 


New York City, “more than rail- 
road extension, and western irri- 
gation, and low tariff, and a bigger 
wheat crop, and a merchant ma- 
rine, and a new navy, is a revival 
of piety, the kind mother and fath- 
er used to have.” Colonel Henry 
Watterson, of the Louisville Cour- 
ier Journal, said, ‘‘Surely the fu- 
ture looks black, yet it holds a 
hope, a single hope. One and one 
power only, can avert the descent 
and save us. That is the Christian 
religion. Democracy is but a side 
issue. The paramount issue under- 


spe issue of democracy is the 
of Christ and him cruci- 
fede -the bedrock of civilization; 


the source and resource of all that 
is worth having in. the world that 


DR. W. W. HAMILTON 


is, that gives promise of the world 
to come. If the world is to be saved 
from destruction, it will be saved 
alone by the Christian religion?’ 


The Lord Bishop of Liverpool 
said recently: “The true remedy 
for all evil of our day is the same 


remedy that proved effectual a 
hundred years ago, the same pure 
unadulterated doctrine that the 
men of that day preached, and the 
same kind of preachers are now 
needed. I am bold to say that we 
want nothing new—no new system, 
no new school of teaching, no new 
theology, no new ceremonial, no 
new gospel. We want nothing but 
the old truths rightly brought... 
home to consciences, minds and 
wills. The evangelical age of 
theology revived England a hun- 
dred years ago, and I have faith 
to believe that it could revive it 
again, There never has been good 
done in the world except by the 
faithful preaching of evangelical 
truth. From the days of the apos- 
tles down to this time, there have 
been no victories won, no spiritual 
successes obtained, except by the 
doctrines which wrought deliver- 
ance a hundred years ago. Where 
are the conquests of neologism and 
tractarianism over heathenism, ir- 
religion, immorality? Where are 
the nations they have Christianized 
the parishes they have evangelized, | 
the towns they have turned from 
darkness to light? You may well 
ask where? You will get no an- 
swer. The good that has been done 
in the world has always wes ¢ -— a 
by evangelical doctrines; hi 


men who are not called lang oe 
cal’ have had successes, they have : 


had them by using 
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_ Fellow Citizens: 

Since many of the people do not 
understand my apparently outland- 
ish action in wrecking, with a 
sledge hammer, the moving picture 
machines in the Fox theatre at 
Randleman, N. C., on Saturday af- 
ternoon, April 4, 1942, I feel con- 
strained to inform the public as to 
why I did so. I hope that before 
-you finish reading this article, you 
shall have realized that I am not 
insane, dishonest, dangerous or 
criminal, but that I have acted in 
accord with and in defense of the 
- law, and for the protection of our 
children, our homes, our churches, 
our government and everything 
that true Americans hold dear. 
I shall now give you 


TEN MAJOR REASONS WHY 
I SMASHED THE MOVING 
PICTURE MACHINES AT 

RANDLEMAN, N. C. 


I. The MOVIES are operating 

contrary to the supreme law of our 
land. The very highest judicial au-' 
thority, the Supreme Court of our 
nation, has made a most radical 
ruling, to wit: “No legislature can | 
bargain away the public health or 
the public morals. The people 
themselves cannot do it, much less 
their servants. Government is or- 
_ * ganized with a view to their pres- 
- ervation and cannot divest itself 
of the power to provide them.’’— 
101 U. S. 816. 
No state, therefore, can license 
or legalize immorality, vice or, 
crime. All such efforts are treason 
to society, and rebellion against 
organized government. 


in, the Supreme Court of the 
printed, States has declared: “If the 
wil setety or the public morals 
Pall » the discontinuance of any 
yes ‘acture or .traffic, the hand 
S legislature cannot be stayed 


=a providiag for its discontinu- 
ance» by any incidental inconven- 
ience Which individuals or corpora- 
tions may suffer.”—97 U. S. 32. 


It is, therefore, the duty of the 
state to confiscate property by the 
wholesale, if necessary for the pro- 
* .tection of the public health or the 
public morals. 


Il. Thorough scientific investiga- 
tion, by The Motion Picture Re- 
search Council, proves that the 
MOVIES are more than partly re- 
sponsible for the sickly condition 
of many of their attendants. They 
‘produce nervousness, hysterics, in- 
sanity, miscarriage, high blood 
pressure, susceptibility to disease, 
insomnia, suicidé, fearful thinking, 
inability to concentrate, inefficien- 
cy in work, etc. (Children register 
from 2 to 8 times more emotional 
reaction to the screen than adults.) 
Minds continually shocked, thrilled, 
horrified, and excited by murder, 
war, rape, crime, monsters, ghosts, 
etc., are not normal minds. These 
scenes strike the brain with a force 
comparable to that of an electric 
charge, and can be so severe as 
to have the same effect as shell 
shock. This helps to explain why 
so many children and young people 
are so restless, nervous, dissatis- 
fied and uncontrollable. (28 million 
_.-minors see the MOVIES each week 
in the United States.) 


Ill. Reliable Statistics show that 
the MOVIES are destroying the 
‘1 public morals, and actually produc- 
5 . img multitudes of criminal boys 

- and girls, women and men. Movies 
~ destroy self-control, thus producing 
= drunkards, dope fiends, spend- 
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} Why I Smashed Theater Picture 
Machines with a Sledge Hammer 


By WALLACE MEMMER 
Randleman, N., C. 


AWAITING TRIAL AT JUNE TERM OF COURT 


AT ASHEBORO, N. C., WHILE 


thrifts, shiftless wanderers, thieves, 
adulterers, fornicators, liars, gam- 
blers and what not. 


About half of the inmates of 
jails, reformatories, and peniten- 
tiaries hold the MOVIES at least 
partly responsible for their crimes. 
The American films are not only 
about wickedness, they favor 
wickedness. They not only show 
nudity, but they show it as 
desirable. They not only show 
crime, but they teach that crime 
pays! They not only show crim- 
inals, but they show them as brave 
men and women, as romantic, ad- 
venture-loving, admirable people, 
who after all, are not so_ bad. 


In an analysis of 40 pictures, in 
which 57 criminals committed 62 
crimes, only 7 of the criminals 
were punished by the law. Only 
about one fifth of the criminals in 
the films receive legal punishment. 
Many go ‘scott free’ from all kinds 
of crime. Is it any wonder that 
our crime bill: now costs us 100 
dollars per person, or about 13 bil- 


lion dollars annually? And the end 
is not yet. We have just begun to 
reap the criminal acts from the 
wicked thoughts, which have been ' 
sown in the minds of MOVING 
PICTURE SHOW GOERS for the | 
past 25 years. 


granted the individual citizen the 
right to destroy a public. nui- 


828; I Hilliard on Torts, 605: ‘At 
common law it was always the 
right of a citizen, without official 
authority, to abate a public nui- 
sance, and without waiting to have 
it adjudged such by a legal tribun- 
al. His right to do so depended on 
the fact of its being a nuisance. 

In abating it, Property may be 
destroyed, and the owner deprived 
of it without trial, without notice, 
and without compensation. Such 
destruction for public safety or 
health is not a taking of private 
property, for public uses without 
compensation or due process of 
law, in the sense of the constitu- 
tion. It is simply the prevention 
of its noxious and unlawful use, 
and depends upon the principle 
that every man must so use his 
property as not to injure his neigh- 
bors, and that ‘the safety of the 
public is the paramount law.’ 
These’ principles are legal maxims 
or axioms essential to the existence 
of regulated society. Written con- 
stitutions presuppose them, are 
subordinate -to them, and cannot 
set them aside.” 


Bishop on criminal Law, Para- 
graph 1081: “This doctrine (of 
abatement of a public nuisance by 
an individual) is an expression of 
the better instincts of our natures, 
which lead men to watch over and 
shield one another from harm.” 


Carrie Nation, the woman who 
carried on a smashing crusade 
against the saloons, in the first de- 


cade of this century, acted under 
the above recognized authority. She 
would go into saloons with rocks, 
cane, iron rods, hatchet, etc., some- 
times alone and sometimes with 
others, demolishing their fixtures 
and merchandise right and left, in 
her righteous rage against evil and 
in her defense of the poor drunkard 
and his broken home, with its des- 
titute wife and children. (The 
MOVIE has been instrumental in 
multiplying this sad condition. It 
instilled in the hearts ,of multi- 
tudes, the desire to drink. intoxi- 
cants and thus to vote for repeal. 
Now we have three saloons, where 
before prohibition we had only one. 
It has shorn the women of their 
modesty, so now they frequent the 
saloon also.) Mrs. Nation was 
abused, cursed, beaten, jailed and 
slandered by her enemies; and dif- 
ferent desperate attempts were 
made to put her in the insane asy- 
i pe her ee rallied gee 

er, ending sup er, 
and the public soon Aenscaal that 
the saloons be closed and the dive 
keepers arrested. Preachers, Catho- 


lic as well as Protestant, ae stified 


$1.50 a year 


being loyal almost to the last man. 


IV. Common law has always | 


sance. I Bishops Criminal Law, | 
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Wallace Memmer in Prison Garb 


(However she was not a Free 
Methodist.) 

Carrie Nation. was jailed some 
thirty odd times in her desperate 
fight against- the saloon and wick- 
ed, money loving authorities; but 
her battle was important in delay- 
ing the repeal of the prohibition 
amendment for about 30 years. Oh, 
that God could find another like 
her, and that the people still had 
enough principle and moral cour- 
age to.stand by such a noble soul. 
God have mercy! 


Judge Baker summed up the case 
of Carrie Nation’s accusers thus: 
“The women, who destroyed such 
property, are not criminals. They 
have the right to abate such com- 
mon nuisances as men have to de- 
fend their persons or domiciles, 
when unlawfully assailed. I think 
they are fully justified, morally 
and legally, in protecting their 
homes, their families and them- 
selves from the ravages of these 
demons of vice in the summary 
manner which the law permits.” 
If the people of this generation 
don’t wake up, they will receive 
judgment as did Eli, the priest of 
Israel. So many people like him, are 
non-resistives. Eli’s sons were 
wicked, disregarding the law of 
God, and went so far as to commit 
fornication with the women by the 
gate of the temple. Eli entreated 
them, saying, “Nay my sons, it is 
not a good report that I hear, for 
you do make the Lord’s people to 
transgress.” But they paid no heed 
to their father. Eli took no drastic 
steps to stop them. According to 
the law, a rebellious son was to be 
stoned. Do you remember what 
God said to him? He told him, not 


in these same words, ‘‘Because your 
sons have been vile before me, and 
you stopped them ‘not. I shall de- 
stroy them and you, and none of 
your descendants: shall ever. be 
priest in your stead. When Eli 
heard the report of his sons being 
killed in battle, he fell over back- 
ward and broke his neck. Oh peo- 
ple, we are going to reap destruc- 
tion, because of our cowardly deal- 
ing with sin. Parents fail to punish 
children, husbands do not restrain 
wives, preachers do not judge sin 
in the lives of church members, 
the law is lenient toward many 
kinds of crime. Crime merits pun- 
ishment, and God will punish those 


ment, and God will punish those 
who fail to mete out just punish- 
ment to the evil doers. 


V. The motives of the men who 
own the MOVING PICTURE IN- 
DUSTRY are, enslavement of the 
masses, destruction of religion, 
love of money, desire for notoriety 
and thirst for power. They have so 
designed their films as to sow seeds 
of religious hate, social hate, racial 
hate, industrial hate, revolution, 
international misunderstanding and 
war. The producers jhave deliber- 
ately and maliciously over empha- 
sized an appeal to the base, the 
depraved, the sexual and to all 


and the civilized world. They seek’ 
to destroy love for God, country, 


neighbor, stranger, the poor and 


who fail to mete out just punish-| 


crime, in order to corrupt society|- 


wat _ 4 * 
a ¥ 3 
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Friday, September 25, 1942 


They scorn honest and ordinary 
methods of making a living, and 
teach money-making by gambling, 
thieving, trickery and _ harlotry. 
They despise faithfulness in mar- 
riage and home life. They would 
teach us that nothing is of much 
value but big, fast autos, a gay 
dance, a luxurious hotel, rich, dain- 
ty food, plenty of ready cash, spar- 
kling wine, careless women and 
lustful, boisterous men. 

True, there are a few good pic- 


| tures; these are shown so that the 


public will remain deceived in 
thinking the movies necessary and 
educational. We grant that the 
MOVIES could be a mighty agent 
for good, but the sad truth is that 
they are in wrong hands, and all 
but a few are degenerating the 
race. Even the good pictures are 
played by people unfit to be exam- 
ples. The overwhelming majority of 
actors and actresses are immoral, 
and, still millions are seeking, to 
imi 

versation, in style and. in-coriduct: 
Seeking enobling and tonstruyct 
entertainment at th®’ MOVIHS*to- 
day is like hunting “for*healthy, 
Sanitary food in a:garbage can; or, 
as some one else has said, ’tis like 


by riding down the sewer in a 
glass-bottomed boat.’ People, who 
frequent the MOVIES, have (un- 
consciously, in some cases I hope) 
developed the swine’s appetite. 
They’re not hunting for the pure, 
the healthy, the elevating, the 
good; but they greedily feed on 
the dirty, filthy, poisonous, destruc- 
tive mental garbage and sewage, 
lavishly supplied by the producers 
of films, 


VI. The MOVIES are directly op- 
posed to. the law of God as revealed 
in the Bible. They call evil good, 
and good evil. They seek to sub- 
stitute Satan for Christ, hatred for 
love, unbelief for faith, rebellion, 
for obedience, selfishness, for sacri- 
fice, lust for virtue, nudity for mod- 
esty, license for liberty,. anarchy 
for law, death for life and war for 
peace. They delight in wickedness 
and scorn righteousness. 


- What does the Bible say concern- 

ing such? “Woe unto them that 
call evil good, and good evil—that 
condemn the righteous and justify 
the wicked.” And again, “The 
wrath of God is repealed from 
heaven against all unrighteousness 
and ungodliness of men, which hold 
the truth in unrighteousness—Rom. 
1:18. “Be not deceived, neither 
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effem- 
inate, nor abusers of themselves 
with mankind, nor thieves, nor cov- 
etous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, 
nor extortioners, shall inherit the 
kingdom of God.”—I Cor 6: 9-10. 

VII. The MOVIE is, by far, the 
most outstanding, gigantic enemy 
of the church. It is a Goliath to 
spiritual Israel today. It has been 
defying and intimidating us for 25 
years, and unless the David ele- 
ment, in the Church, challenges and 
slays it, the Philistines of atheism 
and vice shall soon butcher us and 
take us captive. Through the MOV- 
IE, especially, iniquity has been 
abounding, and the love of multi- 
tudes for God, the church and their 
fellowmen has waxed cold. Goli- 
ath’s presence has made them fear- 
ful and helpless. They are over- 
whelmed with the thought of his 
boldness and size. If we Christians 
don’t arouse our slumbering minds 
and hearts, and with the sling of 
prayer and faith and the smooth 
stones of action, protest, coopera- 
tion, petition and ballot, destroy 
this great Giant of sin, we alone 
‘will be to blame, when our pastors 
are butchered, our churches are de- 
stroyed, and we find ourselves 
slaughtered, tortured and impris- 
oned by the armies of these mod- 
ern day, Atheistic Philistines. 

Oh, what shame that we should 
let our enemy defy us for so long. 
He has already done us untold 
harm, destroying and wounding 
numerous thousands in our ranks, 
and scattering us everywhere, leav- 


’ 


occupied. . : 
Doubtless in thousands, perhaps 
millions of cases, sinners have been 
turned away from God forever, 
through the agency of the films. 
They become so infatuated with sin 
that they turn’ away from:Christ 
never to repent, but to be turned 
into hell. Surely, indifferent preach- 
ers, officials and citizens, who al- 
low this wicked vice to exist, will 


share in their judgment. 


‘unfortunate, wife, child and parent. 


te them in manner, it con-) 


ve} 


seeking recreation in thé fresh air,’ 


ing the church more vacant than: 


VU. Executive, legislative and 
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they have been tolerating, protect- 
ing and licensing the worst of vice, 
rather than abolishing and prohib- 
iting it. The promoters of the film 
industry are malicious enemies of 
the Constitution. In fact, they must 
have a secret constitution of their 
own, the preamble of which should 
read thus: “We,.the owners of the 
film industry, in order to disrupt 
national unity, establish injustice, 
insure domestic calamity, destroy 
the common defense, promote uni- 
versal warfare, and secure the 
curse of the Almighty to the peo- 
ple and their posterity, do ordain 
the MOVIES for the destruction 
(Continued on page three) 


A Remarkable 
Testimony 


BY THE EDITOR 


In this issue we print what we 


regard as one of the most remark- 


able testimonies we have ever read, 
considering the _ circumstances. 
Wallace Memmer took a sledge 
hammer and wrecked the moving 
picture machines in the Fox ‘Thea- 
ter at Randleman, North Carolina, 
on Saturday afternoon, April 4, 
1942. Then while in jail awaiting 
trial in the June term of court, Mr. 
Memmer wrote the _ testimony, 
“Why I Smashed the Theater Pic- 
ture Machines with a Sledge Ham- 
mer,” and it was published in the 
Asheboro, North Carolina, Courier- 
Tribune. That daily newspaper in 
publishing this frank and strong 
testimony did not necessarily en- 
dorse the method used by Mr. 
Memmer in wrecking the picture 
machines by physical violence. Nei- 
ther do we, 
Courier-Tribune felt that such a 
remarkable document from an hon- 
est heart, willing to suffer for his 
convictions, ought to be given to 
the public}. and we feel the same 
way. 

Wallace Memmer went to trial 
and was condemned by the court 
to two years in prison. His picture 
is shown ‘in prison garb in this 
paper. 

The Sword of the Lord and the 
editor had no responsibility what- 
ever in Wallace Memmer’s act. 
That law abiding citizens are 
shocked somewhat by any citizen’s 
taking the Jaw in his own hands 
goes without saying. | 


But any man who will, purely 
for Christ’s sake, even if mistaken- 
ly, aS many will believe, endure 
arrest, trial, imprisonment and the 
scorn of the ungodly public as well 
as the honest shame of being con- 
demned by a court in the land he 
loves, and endure all of that will- 
ingly to arouse people against the 
obvious and horribly wicked sin of 
the movies, deserves to be heard. 
I believe that no intelligent and 
earnest Christian can read his 
story and argument without being 
impressed that his intentions were 
good and that there is a real and 
terrible danger to public morals in 
the movie industry. 


chapter of Acts Paul and Silas 
were imprisoned for an inyasion of 
property rights when they cast a 
devil out of a slave girl so that 
she told no more fortunes. And 
her masters “seeing that the hope 
of their gains was gone, caught 
Paul and Silas” and dragged them 
to the court and jail. 

And the example of Christ in the 
temple, the example of Phinehas 
when he courageously took the law 
in his own hand and killed the Mid- 
ianitish woman and’the prince of 
Israel who brought the harlot in 
to defile the people; the example of 
Ehud the judge who came to the 
wicked king Eglon of Moab with 
his homemade dagger and said,. “I 
have a message from God unto 
thee’’—these and many others in- 
dicates that God does sometimes 
work by individuals to condemn sin 
and to free people from moral slav- 
ery by daring individuals. In some 
sense, as the courts have held, the 
right to abate nuisances and to 
put stop to ge eg oe ic 
mora singsses really resides. 
the people. Drdinarity the will of 
the people ought, of course, to be 
‘carried out through the recognized 
agencies of government in the 


I wrote Mr. Memmer and told 
him that I would not have advised 
and I did not endorse his method. 
But I believe he is right in calling 
for a holy indignation against the 
oA public immorality of the 


| shows, carried on by the. 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


PAGH THREE ~ 


| Why I Smashed. 
Theater Machines 


| (Continued from page two) 


of the Constitution of the United 
States of America.”’ 

The great English jurist, Black- 
stone, defineslaw thus: “Law is 
a rule of action prescribed by the 
supreme power of the state, com- 
manding that which is right, and 
prohibiting that which is wrong.” 
I believe this definition would be 


a bit more complete, if it read, 


“Law is a rule of action, pres- 
cribed by the supreme power of 
God, through the state, command- 
ing that which is right and prohi- 
biting that which is wrong.” The 
Bibl@ says, “Sin is the transgres- 
sion of the law.” All law has a 
penalty for those who violate it. 
Governments, that are the great- 
est blessings to their citizens, are 
those which prohibit or abolish the 
most sin and crime. Crime is not 
prevented by toleration, but by 
prohibition: Any nation that winks 
at lawlessness is acting in rebel- 
lion against its God given authori- 
ty. When governments fail in their 
divine mission of punishing the law 
breaker, God will see that punish- 
ment is meted out to authorities 
and all, through revolution, catas- 
trophe or calamity of some other 
nature. Our forefathers saw liber- 
ty as the greatest possible privi- 
lege to do that which is right, and 
the least possible privilege to do 
that which is wrong. Many of our 
present generation think ‘liberty 
grants one to do as he pleases, 
right or wrong.’ This attitude is 
opposed to any restraint of law 
whatsoever. The Bible says the 
government is God’s minister, for 
the punishment of the evil doer, 
and for the praise (encouragement 


.and protection) of them that do 


well. How far are we drifting from 
the Bible these days. 


Can we blame government of- 
ficials, alone, for the lack of law 
enforcement. No! We are all to 
blame. The English statesman, 
Edmond Burke, said, “The people 
have as good government as they 
deserve.” Ours is not only a gov- 
ernment of the people and for the 
people, but especially a govern- 
ment BY the people. It is the 
people’s duty to see to it that their 
government is functioning proper- 
ly. We have the right to protect 
against evil, and possess the privi- 
lege of petition and ballot, by 
which corrupt politics can be reme- 
died. When politics is corrupt, the 
people prove themselves to be cor- 
rupt, if they permit it to remain 
so. The Bible says to hate the evil, 
and to love the good. A man that 
doesn’t hate evil, loves neither God 
nor his neighbor. A man, who loves 
his neighbor, will not only put 
away his own private vice, but 
will cooperate in putting vice out 


. of his community and his nation. 


IX. The Bible is in accord with 
my behaviour in the destruction of 
a public vice. It is rich with ac- 
counts of how’ God called, anoint- 
ed and used holy men and women, 
individually or collectively, for the 
destruction ‘of evil and for the pro- 
motion of righteousness. As the 
writer of the epistle to the He- 
brews, says “Time will fail me to 
tell of Gideon, of Samson, and of 
Barak, and of Jephthae, of David, 
and of Samuel and of the prophets; 
who, through faith, subdued king- 
doms, wrought righteousness, ‘Ob- 
tained promises, stopped the 
mouths of lions, quenched the vio- 


lence of fire, escaped the edge of 


the sword, out of weaknéss. were 
made strong, waxed., valiant in 
flight, turned to flight the armies 
of aliens, e 
Jesus, our perfect example and 
viour, Who gave us the law of 
poate for neighbor and preached 
on earth good will toward 

‘nen, ean beedians of His great displeas- 
ure with sin and leve for righteous- 
ness, broke through the estab- 
lished iniquitous custom of His 
day, disregarding the priestly au- 
thority of the Jews, and with a 
whip of His own making, drove 
the sellers of merchandise, their 
cashiers and their animals out of 


the temple, overturning their seats 
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and tables as He did so. Yes, this 
uneducated carpenter from the lit- 
tle despised country town of Naz- 
areth, disregarded the rigid rules 
of the rich, learned, Jewish lead- 
ers at Jerusalem, in order to give 
them an ey lesson of God’s 
wrath a evil, and to give 
them faithful warning of impend- 
ing judgment, unless they should 
repent. He foresaw the destruction 
of Jerusalem, and sought to avert 
it by attempting to rivet the at- 
tention of the people upon their 
wickedness. 

Twice, in His short ministry, did 
He drive the commercial crowd out 
of the temple, but without results. 
They soon moved in again, deter- 
mined to continue their -wicked 
business, regardless of Christ's 
drastic efforts to keep them from 
the awful judgment that followed. 
After He had cleansed the temple 
the second time, shortly before His 
crucifixion, He stood in the temple 
and rebuked the hypocrisy and 
blindness of the scribes and Rhari- 
sees in extreme fury and displeas- 
ure, and then while weeping and 
with a broken heart, concluded by 
saying, “Oh Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 
thou that killest the prophets and 
stonest them that are sent unto 
thee, how .often would I have 
gathered thy children together, 
even as a hen gathers her chick- 
ens under her wings, and ye would 
not! Behold, your house is left to 
you desolate! 


Many of these same Jews lived 
to share in probably the worst de- 
struction ever ministered to.a city 
by an invading army; when the 
Romans, under Titus, sacked and 
burned: Jerusalem, not one of prob- 
ably one and one-half million Jews 
escaping. 

If my Lord went to the trouble 
of giving such drastic warning to 
the people, should His desciples 
today expect to do less, should oc- 
casion require? God usually goes 
the limit in warning the nations 
before He brings destruction to 
them—as the Bible says, “He is 
long suffering toward us, not will- 
ing that any should perish, but 
that all should come to repent- 
ance.” 

Never Dying Soul, if you don’t 
clean up the temple of your body, 
you'll be destroyed as was the 
temple at Jerusalem. God wants 
each heart and mind to be His 
house of prayer, where the indi- 
vidual lives in fellowship and har- 
mony with Him. Christ. wants to 
be our permanent guest and to 
share with us a continual feast. So 
many people are filled with every- 
thing. except the Spirit of Jesus 
Christ. Out of their hearts are 
pouring cursing, lustful thoughts 
of adultery and fornication, lying, 
selfishness, hate, etc. People are 
pouring unnecessary rich, concen- 
trated foods, drinks, tobacco and 
dope into their bodies, which have 
become their masters. Their bodies 
rule their minds and wills, rather 
than their minds and wills ruling 
their lustful bodies. They have 
made Gods of their bellies, and are 
busy serving the lusts of the flesh, 
the lusts of the eyes and their vain 
pride. They have no capacity, no 
time, no energy for God. As Jesus 
said, their hearts are overcharged 
with surfeiting (much. eating) 
drunkenness and the cares of this 
life, and judgment shall take them 
unawares. Instead of humbling 
themselves before God in penitence 
and prayer, and permitting the 
Holy Spirit to control their lives, 
they choose rather to be in bond- 
age to their ungodly lusts, which 
shall drown them in perdition. 


X. Phe MOVIES are hastening 


the judgment of God upon Ameri-|’~ 
ca. We must dispose “of .them, or 
~| forfeit our liberties, our blessings, 


our lives, and our souls. We must 
quit feasting on mental filth and 
soul poison as seen in moving pic- 
tures. The Bible condemns all who 
do so, when it says, “Whatsoever 
things are true, whatsoever things 
are honest, whatsoever things are 
just, whatsoever things are pure, 
whatsoever things are lovely, 
whatsoever things are of good re- 
port; if there be any virtue, and 
if there be any praise, think on 
these things—and the God of peace 
shall be with you.” The MOVIES 
fill people’s minds with everything 
that grieves God. The MOVIES in- 
> them with Satan’s thoughts, 


and the imaginations and thoughts 
continually, as they were in the 


when God destroyed the 


| world with the flood. 


Oh Soul, if in sin, awake! Hum- 
ble yourself before God, confess- 
ing your sins and accept your Sav- 


A BIBLE REVIVAL 


(Continued from page one) 


weapons.” Jeremiah says: “Stand 
ye in the ways, and see, and ask 
for the old paths, where is the good 
way, and walk therein, and ye 
shall find rest for your souls.’ We 
cannot force God’s blessing, but 
we can accept his promises and 
act upon them. We cannot make 
or change the tides of the. sea, 
but we can adjust ourselves to 
them and be ready to use them and 
to enter the harbor when they are 
at the full. 

Many good people say they are 


iour, Jesus Christ. Oh, the thought 
of hell is terrible. I would gladly 
give my life just to keep one soul 
from going there. However, my 
dying cannot even atone for my 
own sins. That is why Jesus Christ 

e Son of God, came down from 

eaven, poured out His blood and 
died for all men, that we might 
escape everlasting punishment, and 
receive eternal life instead. Oh, if 
you would only confess the sins 
that have cost Christ untold agony 
pain and dying, then God could 
kiss your soul with pardoning love, 
peace and joy. How ‘Christ longs 
to see you repent. — 

Remember the prophets said 
Jesus was coming, hundreds of 
years before He came. They said 
that He would be born of a vir- 
gin, a descendant of David, in the 
town of Bethlehem. They foretold 
of how Herod, the king, would try 
to kill Him and how He would be 
taken to Egypt to escape Herod’s 
wrath, and that He would dwell in 
the city of Nazareth. They told of 
His ministry, How He would 
preach the gospel to the poor, bind 
up the broken hearts and heal all 
manner of diseases. They prophe- 
sied that He would be hated, de- 
spised and betrayed by Judas, and 
rejected by Jews and Gentiles. 
They told how He would be 
mocked, spit upon, abused, whip- 
ped and be crucified for our sins 
—(Read Isaiah 53) and how His 
side would be pierced ard His 
blood be shed to cleanse the guilt 
which is ours. They told that He 
would be laid-in a rich man’s tomb, 
and that after three days He would 
arise from the dead. How easy it 
ought to be to trust in Him, after 
He has come and shown His great 
love and power, and has fulfilled 
all these prophecies. 

Those same prophets tell us of 
how He is coming back to the 
earth again to destroy the wicked 
and to bless the righteous, of how 
all. that are in their graves, shall 
hear His voice and come out to 
| Stand before Him to be judged for 
what they have said and done. If 
you will accept Jesus as your Sav- 
iour, and trust and serve Him now, 
you'll find Him to be your friend 
in the day of judgment. He'll for- 
give your sins. But if you spurn 
His mercy and love, and choose 
rather to live a selfish, sinful life, 
He shall show you no mercy at 
the day of judgment. Jesus said, 
“He that saves his life, shall lose 
it; but he that loses his life for 
my sake and the gospels, the same 
shall save it unto life eternal. Who- 
soever shall confess Me before 
men, him also will I confess be- 
fore My Father which is in heaven; 
| but whosoever will deny Me be- 
fore:men, him also will I deny be- 
fore My Father, which is in heav- 
en.”” Humble yourself before Him 
now, and you shall find Him a 
present mighty Saviour and never 
failing friend. The soul that trusts 
in Him shall be safe forever. 
Wallace Memmer, 
Randleman, N. C. 


Anyone desiring more extensive 
and detailed information concern- 
ing the menace of the MOVIES, 
send for the book, “What Is Wrong 
With The Movies?” by John R. 
Rice, D.D., price 35c. Address Zon- 
dervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. 

If you are concerned about the 
health, morals and souls of men, 
women and children, and believe 
that something must be done to 


stop public vice, we would be glad’ 


to hear from you. The forces of 
righteousness must mobilize or be 
destroyed. Address all communica- 
tions to WALLACE MEMMER, 
RANDLEMAN, N. C. 


Reprinted from the Asheboro, 
N. C., Courier-Tribume for Sunday, 


May 24, 1942. 
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opposed to revivals, because in 
some cases there are those who 
have thought it necessary to 
cheapen the gospel in order to get 
a hearing. The vulgar story, the 
insinuating suggestion, the coarse 
language, the loud dress, the ec- 
centric conduct, the brow-beating 
methods, the irreverent attitude, 
the unsympathetic spirit, thé trim- 
ming of the truth—all of these and 
more have given many loyal people 
a deep-seated prejudice against 
special meetings for soul winning. 
Many who are wicked and sinful 
have made these same things their 
excuse for absenting themselves 
from revival meetings and for de- 
clining earnest and repeated invi- 
tations to attend. Wrong ideas of 
revivals have greatly hindered the 
Lord’s work, but anything of worth 
and value is almost sure to be mis- 
represented by counterfeits. A lis- 
tener in some special meetings was 
taking notes in shorthand, and 
when they were shown to the evan- 
gelist at his request he said: “Well 
that looks like nonsense to me.” 
To which the reply was: ‘Yes that 
ts what I thought when I was tak- 
ing it down.” 


1. In a real old-fashioned Bible 
revival there will be a new vision 
of the majesty of God. Hear again 
Habakkuk the prophet as_ he 
trembles at the thought of the 
greatness of Jehovah, and says: 
“O Lord, I have heard thy speech, 
and was afraid: O Lord, revive thy 
work in the midst of the years, in 
the midst of the years make 
known; in wrath remember mer- 
ey."" The Lord is not only tender 
and merciful and full of compas- 
sion, but he is also the God of 
justice and holiness and wrath, The 
very chapter in which we are told 
of the love which gave the only 
begotten Son, says also: “He that 
believeth not the Son shall not see 
life; but the wrath of God abideth 
on him.” A traveling man met a 
minister at the terminal station in 
Atlanta, and as they rode together 
and talked the old friend said: 
“Well, I believe more in the love 
of God than you do. I do not be- 
lieve that God would create me, 
and then damn me.” The preacher 
friend turned in his New Testa- 
ment to Romans 2:4, 5, and asked 
him to read: “Or despisest thou 
the riches of his goodness and for- 
bearance and longsuffering, not 
knowing that the goodness of God 
leadeth thee to repentance?” Not 
to presumption, as he was doing, 
but after the hardness of his im- 
penitent heart he was laying up 
for himself wrath in the day of 
wrath and revelation of the right- 
eous judgment of God. 


The strong line is in Jehovah’s 
face. Compassion is not complete 
in itself, but must be accompanied 
by inflexible justice and wrath 
against sin and desire for holiness. 
He who loves his child most will 
most condemn those things which 
would drag the. child down from 
purity and beauty and modesty to 
lust and sin and degradation. What 
stirs the Lord most is not physical 
suffering, but sin; while men all 
too often are more afraid of pain 
than of wrong. The Cross is the 
standing evidence of the fact that 
holiness is a principle for which 
God would die, and that Jehovah 
can by no means clear the guilty 
until the atonement is made. What 
blasphemy for any man or woman 
to come down the aisle, and join 
the church as a compliment to 
God! There are some who seem to 
think that if they should present 
themselves for church member- 
ship, there should be issued a 
special’ edition of the heavenly 
morning newspaper to announce 
that they had at last consented to 
come to heaven. No! Ten thousand 
times, No! Mercy is what we need, 
and is that for which we should 
most humbly and penitently ask. 
There is mercy, praise the Lord, 
but let us not forget that it is to 
those who seek it with humble and 
contrite hearts. 


(2. Along with a realization of 
the majesty of God there will come 
a new vision of the sinfulness of 
sin, Isaiah saw the Lord sitting up- 
on a throne, high and lifted up, 
his train filling the temple, and 
saw the seraphims bowing in rev- 
erence as they cried: ‘Holy, holy, 
holy, is the Lord of Hosts: the 
whole earth is full of his glory.” 
Then it was that Isaiah realized 
his own unworthiness, and his ut- 
ter dependence upon Jehovah. 
When Simon Peter, at the Lake of 
Genessaret, realized that it was the 
very Lord with him in the boat, 
he said: “Master, go out away 
from ma, for I am a sinful man.” 


The consciousness of deity near 
brought to mind human sinfulness. 

The coming of a good woman 
into the presence of men engaged 
in foul and profane language will 
cause them to blush for shame. 
People haveta feeling that they 
should be circumspect in langu- 
age and conduct when a minister 
is present. It is a tribute to the 
preacher, but it is even more a 
reminder to people that they are 
not what they know they ought to 
be. On one occasion a foul-hearted 
man sought to disturb the minis- 
ter on board the river steamer by 
ugly and profane language and 
stories. Getting no response, he 
finally approached the preacher 
and said, “What do you think of 
it?” The minister quietly said: 
“If I should release a bird 
and a buzzard from this boat, 
the bird would find the trees and 
the flowers, but the buzzard would 
find that which was decaying and 
foul-smelling.” That passenger was 
known as “the buzzard” for the 
rest of the journey. 

It is told that of two men who 
preached before Louis XIV he said 
of one: “When this man speaks 
before me I am led to say: ‘What a 
preacher. he is!’ When the other 
delivers his message, my heart 
leads me to exclaim, ‘What a sin- 
ner I am!’’”’ When a man is tempt- 
ed, James tells us, his own pas- 
sions carry him away and serve 
as a bait; and whatever his lust 
may be, it conceives and becomes 
the parent of sin, and sin when 
fully matured gives birth to death. 

3. No. revival can be of God 
which fails to emphasize the necés- 
sity of the new birth. Jesus came 
preaching repentance, and saying 
that unless a man is born from - 
above he cannot sée the kingdom 
of God, that wrongdoers love dark- 
ness and will not come to the light 
for fear their deeds be exposed 
and condemned. Those whose 
hearts have been changed are new 
creatures, and come to the light 
out of love for truth and for God. 
Circumcision and wuncircumcision 
do not avail here, but only a “new 
creation.” If anyone is in Christ 
Jesus, he is a new creature, for 
the old state of things has passed 
away, and a new creation has 
come into existence. 


A new set of harness will not 
make the wild horse tame. Fresi 
paint on the pump will not purify 
the water in a stagnant well. Be- 
ing pushed into a garage will not 
change a wheelbarrow into an au- 
tomobile. Putting a pig in a par- 
lor will not cleanse the hog nature, 
and the parlor will soon be a pig- 
sty. Once in a North Carolina town 
a shoat was. kept chained to a 
tree in the front yard, but occa- 
sionally he would work the chain 
loose and would make for himself 
a mudhole over to one side under 
the spigot. Chaining the pig to a 
tree did not make him different. 
It does not do any good for people 

(Continued on page four) 


Pastor Reports Good 
Revival Led by 
“Brother Bill’ Rice 


“Waveland Baptist Church 
“Homer H. Elmore, Pastor 
“305 W. Market Street 
“Crawfordsville, Indiana 

“August 31, 1942 
‘Dr. John R. Rice 
“Wheaton, Illinois. 
“Dear Brother Rice: 


“Brother Bill closed a gracious 
revival meeting last night with 
Waveland Baptist Church at Wave- 
land, Indiana. A wonderful young 
man of God, he endeared himself to 


» his hearers. A number of conver- 
| Sions, spoke to a houseful every 


night. Other churches in this sec- 
tion are engaging his services. 
“We announced and listen te 

your broadcast from Christian Bus- . 
iness Men’s program. We rejoice 
that we have had him and know 
the Rice brothers. Thankful for 
‘The Sword.’ 

“Yours Sincerely, 

(Signed) “H. H. Elmore. 
“P.S. We pray for your meetings.” 


FREET 
The popular children’s tract 
“Wuggins”’ will be sent free to 
those interested in leading chil- 
dren to Christ. State how many 
you The -yaemrens 4 — Write | 
ospel Fellowshi | 
P. O. Box 61 ps Salina AO 


|. (Continued from page one) 


“25. And the water ran around 
_ about the altar; and he filled the 
- trench also with water. 

“36. And it came to pass at the 
time of the offering of the eve- 
ning sacrifice, that Elijah the 
prophet came near, and said, 
Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
of Israel, let it be known this 
day that thou art God in Israel, 
and that I am thy servant, and 
that I have done all these things 
at thy word. 

“37. Hear me, O Lord, hear 
me, that this people may know 
that thou art.the Lord God, and 
that thou hast turned their 

. heart back again, 

~ “38. Then the fire of the Lord 
fell and consumed the burnt-sac- 
rifice, and the wood, and the 

stones, and the dust, and licked 
up the water that was in the 

trench, 

“39. And when all the people 
saw it, they fell on their faces: 
and they said, The Lord, he is 
the God; the Lord, he is the 
God,” 


By way of a key to the problem 
I propose for you, may I read the 
statement of the Apostle Paul in 
I Cor. 4:20, in which he.says: “For 
the kingdom of God is not in word, 
but in power.” He is writing to the 
believers in Corinth, some of whom 
have been puffed up by their 
knowledge which they regarded as 
superior to that of others; and he 
Said to them that shortly he would 
come and be with them, and then 
he would desire to know not the 
Speech but the power of the indi- 
vidual life. He concluded by say- 
ing, “For the kingdom of God is 
not in word, but in power.” That is, 
there should be an actual opera- 
tion of the theory in the life of the 
individual. 

We humans are very much given 
to imitation of others. We believe 
that if we can secure a good for- 
mula for a given problem the mere 
repetition of words will themselves 
be the solution of the matter. I 
wonder, therefore, if we have ever 
weighed for ourselves the little il- 
lustration or object lesson given to 
us in the 19th chapter of the Acts. 
| ‘To me it is an illustration of this 
a tre, i.e., the kingdom of God is 
- notin word, but in power. At Eph- 
esus the Apostle Paul had preached 
the word of God with power, so 
much so that the city was stirred. 
Those who were converted brought 
their books of witchcraft and of 
wickedness, and the books were 
burned. Those who were possessed 


We Want Names! 


(Continued from page one) 


won to Christ. So do not send us 
names of unsaved people to re- 
ceive samples of The Sword of the 
Lord. If you feel impressed that 
they should have some particular 
message in The Sword of the Lord, 
then get that issue and give it to 
them yourself. 


But here are some groups whose 
names we do want. 

1. Pastors and other ministers. 
If you know the names of earnest 
men of God who believe the Bible 
and long to-win souls who do not 
get The Sword of the Lord, we 
should like to get their names and 
Send them sample copies of this 
paper. 

2. Sunday School teachers who 
~ love the Lord and are interested 
in fundamental literature would be 
good subjects to whom we could 
send sample copies, hoping that 
» they would subscribe for them- 
_ Selves, . 

_._ 8. In cases of good, fundamental 
_ churches that stand true to God 
» and are interested in good, Chris- 
_ tian literature, it would sometimes 
'- be very profitable if we had the 
' entire church roll or a list of the 
' heads of families, specially if they 
' - were sent by the pastor or some 


ee 


ae at 


a Another word of caution is nec- 
_ essary. Please spell names correct- 
a dy. and give full addresses. Give 
+ _ name of state as well as town. 
Re d names and addresses are 
that our 


mee 
thee 
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‘fled out of the building in their 


}when secretly to ourselves, if we 


of evil spirits had been delivered 
from that dark and dreadful dom- 
ination. There were seven sons of 
Sceva, a given Jew, who dwelt 
there and observed what was being 
done. We read regarding them that 
they came to one possessed of an 
evil spirit and said to him, (verse 
13 of the 19th chapter of Acts) 

“We adjure you by Jesus whom 
Paul preacheth. And there were 
seven sons of one Sceva, a Jew, 
and chief of the priests, which did 
so. And the evil spirit answered 
and said, Jesus I know, and Paul 
I know; but who are ye?” Now 
note what they did. They undoubt- 
edly had seen the Apostle Paul in 
his contact with evil spirits about 
which we know very little in our 
land. On the fringes of civilization’ 
still (also in our land) you will 
find the reality of the spiritual per- 
sonalities who know the Lord Je- 
sus and who deny him, whose name 
to them is anathema. They know 
Jesus as in the days of His flesh 
and say to Him, “We know who 
Thou art, thou Son of God. Hast 
thou come to cast us out before 
our time?” Despite the fact that 
these sons of Sceva had used the 
very formula of the Apostle Paul, 
saying, “We adjure you by Jesus 
whom Paul preacheth,” the evil 
spirit had no concern for them; 

rather, he jumped on them. They 


confusion. 


What I want to point out to you 
is the fact that our doctrine should 
be in power, not only in word. You 
may offer a prayer ever so per- 
fect, but that is no evidence of its 
power. I, for myself, greatly enjoy 
reading prayers—a strange confes- 
sion to make to you? However, I 
have several prayer books, Church 
of England, Reformed Episcopa- 
lian, etc. Therein I have the prayers 
of the Fathers and I read them for 
my heart’s good and also for rhet- 
oric’s sake. For one to read over 
and to repeat the prayer of an- 
other is not of necessity to have 
the same power in prayer. We need 
reverent expression in prayer, but 
power is more necessary. 


Now come back to Elijah and 
‘apply that lesson to ourselves. Eli- 
jah found himself in a given cir- 
cumstance. Here we have a prayer 
of Elijah, and we have God’s an- 
swer in sending fire from heaven. 
It is not in the outward imitation, 
but in the inward reality of prayer 
that we receive the answer. What 
might be some of the characteris- 
tics or factors of Elijah’s prayer? 
We note in this instance, this brief 
prayer, that he was solicitous first 
of all for the glory of God. May I 
say to you that it may be a subtle 
temptation for us to say we desire 
a given matter for God’s glory, 


were honest, we would admit it is 
for our welfare or for our exalta- 
tion. No, he was desirous, I say, of 
God’s glory; and he prayed, “Let it 
be known this day that thou art 
God in Israel.’”’ Then he went on 
also to remind his God of the back- 
ground of the prayer, that they 
may know “that I have done all 
these things at Thy word.’ Behind 
the prayer before this altar there 
were such factors as the implicit 
obedience of Elijah to the will of 
God, thereafter the passivity of 
Cherith, certainly the patience of 
Zarephath, and finally the appear- 
ance before Ahab. 


In that regard we should face 
the implications of some of the 
conditions given to us, for example, 
in I John, where we have so many 
statements beginning with the 
word “if.” I John, chapter. 1, verse 
6, for example: “If we say that we 
have fellowship with Him, and 
walk in darkness, we lie, and do 


not the truth.” Observe the con- 
trast, “But if we walk in the light, 
as He is in the light, we have fel- 
lowship one with another, and the 
blood of Jesus Christ His Son 
cleanseth us from all sin.” Note, 
there is that condition “if we walk 
in the light.” What might be im- 
plied in not walking in the light? 
That is an individual matter for 
you. It may be something of dis- 
obedience or of sin that would be 
obvious to others on this campus, 
but not necessarily so. There may 
‘be some inward unwillingness or 
‘disobedience on — part which 
would constitute walkin 


Light of the world, he that follow- 
eth me shall not walk in cog estee 
but shall have the fr aoa 

Note, if we follow 


Tit SWORD OF THE LORD 


A BIBLE REVIVAL 


(Continued from page three) 


merely to join a church. They are 
not saved by being ‘tied up to a 
good organization. The chufch is 
for saved people, and no one is 
ready for membership who has not 
had an experience of grace. The 
traits of the divine family may be 
expected of those who have had 
the heavenly birth. The lilies of 
heaven will grow if we get the 
bulbs from God. No one who is a 
child of God is habitually guilty 
of sin, for there is in him a God- 
given germ of life which will not 
wilfully and deliberately continue | 
in what is known to be wrong. By 
this we can distinguish the children 
of God and the children of the devil. 


4. The old-fashioned revival ‘will 
be accompanied by the joy of salva- 
tion. The prayer expressed in the 
Psalm was for a _ requickening, 
“that thy people may rejoice in 
thee.” David’s desire was for a 
restoration of the joy of salvation. 
The expressed purpose of the Sav- 
iour for the disciples was, “that 
your joy may be full.” When Philip 
went down to Samaria and led in 
a great revival, the record says: 
“And there was great joy in that 
city.” Jesus tells us, too, that there 
is joy in heaven, joy in the pres- 
ence of the angels of God over one 
sinner who repents. So a revival 
brings joy to the saved, and to the 
lost, and to the angels, and to 
Father and Son and Holy Spirit. 


If there were no heaven and no 
hell, we would want to be Chris- 
tians, because of what it does for 
our homes and our loved ones and 
for our own lives. A lady in Texas 
came down after the service, and 
protested that the things which the 


our own shadow, and we walk in 
darkness. 


If we walk in the light, we have 
fellowship and we have cleansing, 
for in the third chapter of I John, 
the. contrast is verses 20 and 21,: 
both of which have the same qués- 
tion of “if.” “For if our heart con- 
demn us, God is greater than our 


heart, and knoweth all things.’ 


‘There is a possibility of our walk- 
ing in the light and yet having 
a sense of uncertainty or of con- 
demnation from the Enemy. Not 
infrequently I have had this expe- 
rience. For example, this may be 
back in other days when we had 
cars to drive, I would see in the 
sunlight a large and very obvious 
spot on my sleeve. I thought to 
myself, “Now how on earth did I 
get that_on my left sleeve?” I hap- 
pened to move it and the spot 
moved also; because it came from 
the window which the boys had 
failed to wash as they had been .in- 
structed. There is the possibility of 
having a shadow cast upon us, 
upon one’s spirit, because of cir- 
cumstances or because of our ene- 
my, the accuser of the brethren. 
There also is the possibility that it 
is a real spot which is there. Thus 
we read in the next verse: ‘“Be- 
loved, if our heart condemn us not, 
then have we confidence toward 
God; and whatsoever we ask, we 
receive of him because we keep his 
commandments, and do those 
things that are pleasing in his 
sight.” 

This latter qualification would 
apply unto Elijah. What he had 
done was pleasing in God’s sight. 
He had sought to please God and 
not toe. please man, least of all to 
please himself. This is the back- 
ground of his prayer. When he 
came into this dilemma he faced} 
reality, showing. outwardly unto 
the people that with a heart un- 
condemned and with a faith that 
was strong in God, he could pray. 

We might summarize the prob- 
lem in this way. I grant you and 
suggest for your thought in days 
to come, there is a very narrow 
lane between faith and fanaticism, 
It is said that between genius and 
insanity there is a very narrow 
line. Now most of us are so far 
away from that line as to have no 
particular problem with it, I will 
grant you that. It is also true that 
so many of us stay so far away 
from faith we do not have any 
danger of fanaticism whatsoever; 
but we miss all the blessings of 
faith likewise therein. So whether 
prayer is presum 


g in| prayer is power, it is a very nar- 
1 | darkness. Our Lard eit: “T am the 


row line between one and the oth- 


evangelist had said could not apply 
to her home with such a husband 
and such children as she had. The 
minister thought he understood, 
and said: “If things are not as 
they should be, it is your fault.” 
She hissed out at him: “It isn’t 
my fault,” and the way she did it 
made him sure he was right. She 
was too mad to do-.very much 
thinking for the first six blocks 
on her way home, but in the other 
five she remembered her neglect of 
home and husband and children, 
and the utter selfishness and use- 
lessness of her life. 


The next morning things changed 
.in her home. She was up when 
husband and children had their 
breakfast, was dressed as if for 
company, and saw to it that things 


‘were not warmed over and burnt 


and poorly served. Father, older 
son, daughter wondered what had 
happened, but asked no questions, 
but went to work and to school 
wondering what had taken place. 
When the younger boy came down, 


-had such a good breakfast, and 


mother kissed him good-bye and 
told him how she loved him and 
hoped he would have a good day, 
he could not keep quiet, and said: 
“Mother, what is the matter? Are 
you going to die?” A good old- 
time revival would indeed make 
some wonderful changes in our 
homes. Some people’s religion will 
not bear transportation. Are we 
really saved? Do we take our 
Christianity with us wherever we 
go? Lot came to town, and lost 
everything, for even his own sons- 
in-law did not give heed to his 
words of warning, and he seemed 
to them as one that mocked. 


5. In a Bible revival there wiil 
come to the awakened Christians 
a new realization of their respon- 
sibility for the lost, and as a re- 
sult there will be renewed efforts 
to win them to Christ. John the 
Baptist pointed his hearers to ‘“‘the 
Lamb of God,” and the two disci- 
ples followed Jesus. Andrew first 
found his own brother, and told 
him that they had found the Christ, 
and Andrew brought Simon to Je- 
sus. When Philip had begun to 
follow the Saviour, he went after 
Nathanael. The apostles were to 
be witnesses anywhere and every- 
where, even to the uttermost part 
of the earth, and when persecu- 
tions scattered the church which 
was at Jerusalem they went every- 
where preaching Christ and the 
glorious gospel. In the book of Acts 
we are told of the multitudes who 
believed, and of how people were 
the more added to the church in 
great spiritual revivals. 


One of the first and best evi- 
dences of being saved is the con- 
cern which we feel for others. A 
young lawyer friend who repeated- 
ly came for prayer, and who 
seemed to find no peace, wrote a 
letter and had it reach the min- 
ister at breakfast the next morn- 
ing, saying his concern was now 
for others. A cablegram came to 
the husband. The ship had gone 
down. Wife and children were 
aboard, but finally a message 
signed by the wife~“Saved. Alone.” 
A little girl was trying to win 
her friend to the Saviour. The mot- 
to of the meeting was, “Every- 
one Win One.” She brought Leone 
to the. services, but was discour- 
aged, and asked the father to speak 
‘to her friend. The next day she was 
passing the study door, and the fa- 
ther asked: “Where are you go- 
ing?” “Over to see Leone,” she 
said. “Did you ask Mother if you 
could go?” “Yes,” she replied. Still 
the father delayed her, and in- 
quired: “Why are you going?” “To 
talk with her about being a Chris- 
tian,” the child timidly replied. The 
father said: ‘“‘Well, don’t you think 
you ‘had better first go upstairs 
and talk -with God about it?” She 
lowered her gaze and said: “I have 
just been doing that.” The father 
then quickly said to the child: “‘All 
right then, and may God bless 
you.” She returned in about fifteen 
minutes, as happy as any child 
could be, Leone was saved. That 
night she’ made confession of 
Christ, and on Sunday she united 
ong the church. 


6. Dependence upon the Holy 
Spirit is another characteristic of 
a real old-fashioned revival. Great 
place in a true work of grace must 
be given to the third person of the 
Trinity, for he it is who reproves, 
convicts, strives, instructs, invites, 


to the teacher, power to the Word, 
and fruit to faithful service. He re- 
veals the things of Christ, teaches 
how to use the Sword of the. Spir- 
it, guides into all truth, directs in 
the way of godliness, teaches how 
to answer the enemies of our Lord, 
witnesses with the saints, gives ac- 
cess to the Father, seals the be- 
lievers, edifies the church, and im- 
parts the love of God. 


These are things wnich money 


cannot buy, which no music can | 


bring, which no social position can 
claim, no personal influence can as- 
sure, and no eloquence can com- 
mand.. As was said to Zerubbabel 
through Zechariah, so it is still: 
“Not by might, nor by power, but 
by my Spirit, saith the Lord of 
hosts.” Jesus said: “No man can 
come to me, except the Father 
which hath sent me draw him.” 
The disciples were told to tarry in 
Jerusalem until they were endued 
with power from on high, and the 
great pentecostal blessing was the 
result of the coming of the Holy 
Spirit upon them. 

An illiterate Negro preacher was 
asked by his trained and educated 
brother why there was such a dif- 
ference in. the results of their 
preaching. “Tell me your tricks,” 
said the man of the schools. “y 
know my sermons are better pre- 
pared, and the exegesis is more 
correct, and there must be some 
explanation. How do you do it?” 
The plain, trustful, earnest man 
said: “It ain’t no trick. I ain’t got 
none. I jes flings the gospel at ’em, 
and trusts de Spirit to fetch ’em, 
an’ if that don’t fetch ’em den de 
Lawd don’t want ’em.” 


7. A Bible revival will always 
exalt Jesus as Saviour and Lord. 
It is still true, as it was when 
Simon Peter preached in Jerusa- 
lem, that God has exalted this 
same Jesus and has beyond all 
doubt made him both Lord and 
Christ, and that being lifted up by 
the mighty hand of Jehovah the 
promise of the Holy Spirit has been 
fulfilled and verified. The disciples 
preached Jesus, and said that there 
was no second name under heaven 
given among men through which 
we are to be saved. Paul said to 
the Corinthians that he was re- 
peating to them the all-important 


fact of Christ having died for our . 


sins in accordance with the Scrip- 
tures, and of his being buried, and 
of his rising to life again on the 
third day. A little child said to 
Dore: “You must love him much 
to’ paint him so.’’ And it should be 
true of our preaching and teaching 
that we must love him much to tell 
of him and to work for him so ear- 
nestly and so devotedly. 

Heaven would not be heaven to 
us if Jesus were not there. He has 
been everything to us here, and we 
have the promise that some day 
we shall see him and be like him. 
If he were not there it would be 
with us as it was with the little 
girl whose mother had died. She 
had been kept by friends, and was 
not told’ of her loss and did not 
attend the putting away of the 
beloved body. When it was all over, 
and the father brought her back 
home, she ran into Mother’s room, 
and the dining room, and every- 
where calling, ““Mama, Mama!” No 
response! Only the echo of the 
child’s voice! Coming back and 
finding the father sobbing with in- 
expressible grief, she asked: 
“Where is Mama?” Taking her in 
his arms the father tried to tell 
her, and she said, “I don’t want to 
stay here if Mama is not here.’ 
Heaven would not be heaven if Je- 
sus were not there. We, too, shall 


have the privilege of joining the’ - 


vast host which no man can count, 
gathered out of all tribes and peo- 
ples and languages, and of giving 
praise to our God and to the Lamb, 
to whom we owe our salvation. — 


Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe 
On this terrestrial ball, 

To him all majesty ascribe, 
And crown Him Lord of all. 


500 TRACTS A YEAR FREE 


For Christian Workers 
Any Christian applying to The 
f 


- The Scripture Witness League 
2011 Wellington Ave., Chicago, IIL 
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